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W
elcome to the May Newsle/er. The hedgerows are star5ng to fill with spring flowers and we’ve 

had a good spell of nice sunny weather! Long may that con5nue. Below are our usual reports 

from Arfur, Phil and Corinne and to keep you up to date with our monthly CFC board mee5ngs 

Leith has provided a summarised version of the minutes. 

Tuesday 5th May sees the annual TOPNAV event and is a great chance to hone your old school Nav skills and 

compete against others to plot and fly a set route as accurately as possible. It’s a na5onal compe55on organised by the RIN 

but Bodmin generally has the largest turnout and is a lot of fun. If you’re not able to take part you could always come to the 

airfield to see the teams depart and then follow their progress on Flightradar to see how accurately they fly the route.  More 

details on page 4. 

Last month’s Aeroclub talk ‘Cornish Airfields during D-Day’ by Neil Roberts had a good turnout and Pete has done a write up 

about it on page 6. We also had the Kernow Pasty Fly-in on 18th April which was a great success, and a report with photos 

can be found on page 7. 

I’ve oXen seen the GCHQ satellite dishes at Morwenstow, just north of Bude, but had no idea there had been a WW2 airfield 

there. Pete has a great ar5cle about RAF 

Cleave on page 10.  

Lastly, congratula5ons go to Archie 

Vasiliou who passed his skills test with 

examiner Gill Rudham on 7th April. He 

has since been making full use of his 

license taking friends and family flying.  

Fly safe, 

David Young, Editor 

          The

Bodmin Flyer

May 2026
Photo: Paul Mirfin

STOP PRESS. The 2026 TOPNAV competition has had to be moved 

to Tuesday 5th May due to poor weather over the coming weekend

http://www.apple.com/uk
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S
o lets see if any of you can 

recognise this fine aircra2? 

A n s w e r s p l e a s e t o 

lionel.ford@hotmail.co.uk.

Chat from the Chair

Mystery Aircraft


Corinne Dennis

W
hat a difference some sunshine makes! It was a real treat to see 

the club so busy at the recent Pasty Fly-In. It was such a success 

that I had to make two mercy dashes into Bodmin for back-up 

supplies – a much nicer challenge to deal with than endless rain. 

Now that the airfield has become busier, it is noCceable that vehicle traffic has increased 

around the hangars and manoeuvring areas. Please be reminded that driving airside should be 

restricted to trips that are absolutely necessary and not simply for convenience. If essenCal, 

keep to the speed limit of 10mph - and preferably 5mph, and exercise appropriate cauCon, 

including opening a window to listen out. 

Our first BriCsh Young Pilots training day last Sunday appeared to be a great success – judging 

by the grins on the faces of the budding young aviators. Even the parents looked happy; what a 

great result. 

Our next event is Ladies Day on 16th May so do come and support us. You don’t need to be a 

Lady – or even a woman, but feel free to bring one with you if you aren’t, or just come and 

enjoy yourself. Happy flying! 

L
ast month’s mystery a/c was; HP53 Hereford. A Hampden 
with Napier Dagger engines.  The Dagger was an H block 
forerunner of the Sabre, but was aircooled!  (Hence the 

scoops.) As was oHen with these ‘alternaJve engined’ aircraH of 
the Jme, it was not successful (RR Vulture in the Manchester and 
Hawker Tornado), but one wonders if there had not been the 
pressures of war, that they could have been successfully 
developed.  But then they probably only existed due to war 

needs. 
Correctly guessed by 
Richard Allerton (who 
also provided the info 
above),and also Steve 
AusJn and Pete White. 

mailto:lionel.ford@hotmail.co.uk
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April 2026 Newsle8er – GOM and DTO 

By Arfur Bryant

Again, April has been a beSer month for the weather, with over 400 movements. The Fly-In was a great boost for the 
café and the Club. The DTO has made the most of the available aircraH and instructors. I hope May will be as good if 
not beSer. 

I’d like to offer a few words about Emergency Handling and skill fade. As our flying rate increases and PPL holders start the new 
season, please bear in mind that certain skills may not be as good as they were when summer flying ceased last year. 

There are basically two types of Emergency: CriJcal and non-criJcal. 

Cri=cal Emergencies require immediate acJon. The ONLY way to react properly in these circumstances is to pracJce and seek 
guidance before you are placed in such a situaJon. I’d be happy to discuss this with any Club pilot who might feel they are rusty 
in certain departments. Immediate AcJons are required for a CriJcal Emergency, so at least think about what you would do in 
such an event when you have Jme and are not under pressure. Think logically and try to idenJfy what acJons might be the 
most important to save your life. The aircraH doesn’t maSer. As an example, an Engine Failure AHer TakeOff (EFATO) should be 
rehearsed, briefed – even when solo – and, if possible, pracJsed. Not on RW31, due to Cardinham village. The basic acJons 
should be:  
1. Adopt the correct glide adtude (if you get the adtude right, the speed will be right). 
2. Select a field. Even a poor field might be beSer than dithering about looking for the perfect field! 
3. Select flap as required to get into the field – if you have flaps. 
4. Make a very short Mayday call. 
6. Fly the correct speed! 
Do not worry about checks if you do not have Jme. You can shut the engine down when on the ground! If you have Jme, fine. 
Turnbacks are not taught rouJnely to PPL students for a good reason. They require recency and muscle memory. They should 
not be aSempted without training and pracJce. 

Non-criJcal Emergencies can be dealt with by the well-known: 
AVIATE 
NAVIGATE 
COMMUNICATE 
Aviate means achieve safe flight if not there already. 
Navigate means head for a reasonably good area. You do not have to pick a field immediately if you have Jme or alJtude. For 
example, heading away from a large built up area. 
Communicate means make an appropriate call. However, this can be done aHer a short diagnosis if you have Jme. There may 
be a simple reason (carb heat or fuel selecJon). 
Once you have diagnosed and made a plan, this can then be communicated to the Radar Unit or Airfield. 

Finally, a few words about Going Around... 
There is no contract between you and the runway! If the voice in your head is telling you there is something wrong on the 
approach, then listen to it. You can perform a Go-Around at any stage of the approach. In fact, unless you are in current flying 
pracJce with a lot of recency, your default decision on late final should be to Go Around UNLESS everything seems to be 
working. In which case, you can conJnue but that doesn’t mean you can’t go-around at a lower point. There is a good argument 
for Instructors teaching this to ab-iniJo students. Having a fierce determinaJon to land even from a poorly flown approach is 
neither big or clever.  A Go-Around can be carried out at 600 H on final, 6 H on final…or even on the ground!  If you land too fast 
or too deep, apply power and go around.  Then ask yourself why you didn’t feel comfortable.  We have got used to flying in 
strong winds but calm wind can be just as dangerous, as you oHen carry too much groundspeed onto the runway. 

Fly safe! 
Arfur Bryant 
General OperaJons Manager and HoT 
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TOPNAV 2026 

The photo below shows our happy crews posing outside the clubhouse before they 

scrambled for a TOPNAV Competition.  

Click on this link TopNav 2026 Competition and then book your place on May 2nd 

and come and join the fun on a navigational adventure for TOPNAV 2026 

Contact:  Pete White pete@aeronca.co.uk or 07805 805679 

https://rin.org.uk/page/TopNav
mailto:pete@aeronca.co.uk
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Airfield Maintenance update 

By Phil Gray

Dear Readers, 

  

I hope this message finds you well. 

  

It is encouraging to see the recent improvement in weather condi;ons at the airfield, which now enables 

us to progress with a range of important maintenance works. With this in mind, we are pleased to 

confirm that our first maintenance day of the year will take place on Sunday, 3rd May, from 10:00 to 

14:00. 

  

We warmly invite all members to a@end and contribute, whether you are able to assist for the full 

dura;on or just a short period. Every contribu;on, no ma@er how small, is greatly valued and helps us 

achieve more as a team. 

  

I will be present throughout the day and would appreciate it if you could check in with me upon arrival so 

that I can allocate tasks accordingly. If you have any tools that may be useful, please do bring them along. 

  

The planned tasks for the day include: 

• Weeding the paving slabs outside the clubhouse entrance 

• Maintenance and repair of benches at the front of the clubhouse 

• Pain;ng the perimeter fence 

• Pain;ng hangar and storage doors 

• General cleaning of the hangars 

• Levelling paving slabs outside the main clubhouse doors 

• Installa;on of two extractor fans in the kitchen 

• Pain;ng the ladies’ and gentlemen’s toilets in the clubhouse 

• Excava;on and installa;on of gravel by the small gate near the steps leading to the hangars 

• Cleaning of the valley and downpipe of the main hangar 

  

As you can see, there is a substan;al list of tasks. However, with a strong turnout, we can make excellent 

progress across mul;ple areas. 

  

If you are unable to a@end on this occasion but would s;ll like to contribute, please note that the next 

maintenance day is scheduled for Sunday, 14th June 2026, from 10:00 to 14:00. 

Your support is invaluable, not only for fellow members, but also for the young people, families, and 

wider community who regularly benefit from our facili;es. We sincerely appreciate any ;me you are able 

to offer. 

  

If you are available to assist, please feel free to contact me in advance at prc-southwest@outlook.com, 

0781 389 3358 so that we can plan and allocate tasks efficiently. 

  

Thank you, as always, for your con;nued support and commitment to the club. 

  

Regards  

Phil
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By Pete White

Our APRIL AEROCLUB and Cornwall Strut mee3ng at BODMIN AIRFIELD 

 was en3tled 'Cornish Airfields during D-Day' (6th June 1944) by Neil Roberts.

Neil is an enthusias3c local amateur historian who has always had a great interest in local military avia3on. 

Formerly a ground tradesman in the Royal Air Force and laLerly a volunteer at the Cornwall Avia3on Heritage 

Centre, Newquay, from its incep3on in 2011 to its very sad demise in 2023. He has given occasional talks on 

aspects of the Second World War and how it impacted Cornwall and in par3cular his home town of St Agnes.  

To-date Neil has also wriLen two books 'War9me St Agnes' 1939-1945 and 'RFC/RAF Yatesbury' (Wiltshire).   

His illustrated and informa3ve talk, en3tled 'Cornish Airfields during D-Day' (6th June 1944), looked at the 

airfields of the day, their incep3on and some of the opera3ons that began from them. A]er explaining the 

importance of the planned opera3on to invade Europe and liberate the countries that had been occupied by 

the Nazi war machine. Neil looked at each airfield site in Cornwall and the part they played in either the front 

line opera3ons or with suppor3ng roles which together ensured the success of what was the largest invasion 

force in history. 

Our audience sat and absorbed the historical facts, all presented with photos and illustra3ons, which 

explained to us all how important Cornwall was in that crucial 3me in history. 

Very enjoyable indeed and we had a full house for both the AeroDine meal beforehand and the presenta3on. 

Pete White 

            

Cornish Airfields during D-Day' (6th June 1944) 
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By Pete White

W
hat a fantas3c start to the flying 

season for us at Bodmin Airfield - 

our Kernow Pasty Fly-In event, 

closely coupled with our efforts to raise money 

for the airfield’s favourite charity the Cornwall 

Air Ambulance.  

Although the Air Ambulance helicopter was 

unable to join us this year, it was in fact 

involved in a very busy day earning its keep 

around the county. But we did have their team 

of fundraisers manning their colourful gazebo. Plus, as a 

bonus, Alan Tebbit drove visitors around the airfield in his 

vintage bus and collected more funds, all in the aid of the Air 

Ambulance charity. 

Overseeing the ac3on with his usual cheery smile and Irish 

banter was Air Ambulance chief medic and all round good 

egg, Thomas Hennessey Jones.  

The brighter weather aLracted many visitors by road, 

including a few classic vehicles that were happy to join the 

parade on the Bodmin turf in front of the busy clubhouse. 

Alongside them we had the CAS gazebo duly manned with 

much enthusiasm and drive by Carl Beardmore who evangelised about the merits of our local branch of 

the Civil Air Support.    A voluntary organisa3on providing air support to safeguard local communi3es and 

the environment. 

The airfield was bustling with people of all ages and most of them with a 

pasty in their hands or in the process of their diges3ve system. Our 

AeroDine crew, Ed and Jago, were flat out in the cafe and the queues all 

gravitated towards the wonderful aroma of hot pas3es! 

As the crowds mixed, chaLed, ate, drank and paLed pa3ent dogs heads, 

they all witnessed, descending from above, the arrival of the wonderful 

men and women in their magnificent flying machines. 

We had an excellent turn out of aircra] from predominately all corners 

of the West Country with others venturing from as far away as 

2026 KERNOW PASTY FLY-IN
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Goodwood, Salisbury and S Wales. 

Our team of marshals and club hosters welcomed all of our visitors 

however they arrived at the event. I viewed the scene deeply and it gave 

me a great sa3sfac3on and much joy to see all those special smiles that 

you get on a good day out.  

This just simply could not happen without our team of volunteer helpers. 

Thank you all so much for the parts you all played in bringing together 

another highly successful event at Bodmin Airfield. 

Our team of the day were: 

Tim Elkins, Ian Rule, Bill Thirtle, Dan Gordon & John Cook were assigned to 

the role of aircra] marshals under the wing of our leading marshal guru, 

John Colgate. 

General hos3ng, hangar tours and vehicle control was 

expertly handled by; Corinne Dennis, Caroline Jennings, 

Richard Saw, Nigel Ramsay, Maldwyn Evans & Chris Bovet 

-White.  

The booking In sta3on had our usual stalwarts, Fiona & 

Steve Blatchford and Jon Parlour kept the air waves in order 

from the tower.  

And of course Ed Salatas and Jago fed us all throughout the 

day whilst I was (to quote) ‘shepherding my flock!’ 

What a great team! 

Photos: Paul Mirfin
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It’s always nice to sell a painting, but most of the time I 

have no idea who has bought it or where it is going, 

unless it was a private commission. As many of you 

know, I have a display of my paintings hanging at the 

back of the 

clubhouse and last 

week I had a call  to 

say there was a 

gentleman there 

who would like to 

buy one of them. My 

painting of a 

Tigermoth landing at 

Bodmin Airfield with 

our wildflower 

meadow in the foreground had caught the attention of 

John Dowell. He was down from Yorkshire visiting his 

daughter and son-in-law, Ashleigh and Peter  from Pentewan. The painting is going to be 

hung above the cot of their 6 month old son Robin in the hope it may inspire him to 

become a pilot. 

Another painting I did in February that also featured our wild flower meadow was this 

painting I did of  G-IVOR. As a surprise, Pete’s sons bought if for his birthday and it now 

hangs in his living room where 

he says he enjoys looking at it 

every day.  

Bodmin Airfield paintings find new homes
By David Young
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Illustration AI adobe firefly

RAF CLEAVE (Cleave Camp)     

By Pete White 
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The Luftwaffe knew where RAF Cleave was!

An AA gun base then and now.

A newspaper clipping about RAF Cleave



16

This Month at the Board Mee/ng  - 

April 2026 

 


Before the meeJng, Ed Salatas (AeroDine) gave the board a full briefing on the recent 
developments to the Flypro uJlity. These are very impressive and serve to reduce the 
administraJve workload with the automaJon of the processing of voucher sales, PPR 
requests, fuel payments, a monitoring for pilots and aircraH etc..  

 

During the meeJng we received reports on the progress towards the installaJon of 
extractor fans for the kitchen, progress towards the markeJng of the wedding venue 
project, PAT tesJng requirements and some other iniJaJves that are ongoing. Some of 
these acJviJes are planned to take place on Sunday 3rd May when Phil Gray will be 
running a club ÒMaintenance dayÓ. 

 

The DTO has swung into acJon with the improvement in weather with Arfur and his 
team of instructors working hard at recovering lost ground. As reported elsewhere, two 
students have successfully completed their skills tests and some SEP renewals have 
been completed. There is a long backlog of training to complete.  

 

Finances remain extremely Jght due to lack of revenues but the inflow has begun. It 
will take a while and a long period of good weather to recover so the board are 
monitoring the situaJon closely. A revised accounts structure is implemented to enable 
improved monitoring based upon actual vs. planned performance. 

 

The use of data analysis of social media viewing acJvity is showing an improvement of 
exposure of CFCÕs operaJons. It is planned that promoJonal video material will assist 
in turning views into sales although this is subject to actually gedng the video 
produced in the first place Ð difficult when the star (Arfur) of the video is too busy 
bringing in revenue (a nice problem to have) but it is hoped that this project can be 
completed soon. 

 

The Events calendar is very full and is promising to bring successÉ.just add weather! 

 

The first BriJsh Young Pilots (BYP) event is scheduled for 26th April. This project may 
develop further and will be monitored closely. 

 

Leith Whidngton 

April 2026 
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NOVEMBER 2025 

*SHARE FOR SALE* 

 

A 1/10th share in a Cessna 172 – G-BGIU is based here 

at Bodmin Airfield. 

Please call either Bob Harris on 07972 303253 or Nick 

Straw on 07714 627600.
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EVENTS 

May 2nd    THE TOPNAV Compe66on: - Fun Flying using the basic skills we were all taught! Navigate and fly a 

course using just a chart, a watch and eyes with just a touch of skill. 

May 16th      Ladies Day Fly-In & Vintage AircraS Club (VAC) Visit to Bodmin Airfield: - Vintage and Classic 

aircraS with a mixture of Classic vehicles on our Ladies Day event.   

June 6th Ac6on Sta6ons– Military themed Fly-In. Military vehicles join the fun. 

July 5th  Lundy Sunday: -  The 26th Anniversary of Lundy fly-ins by the Lundy Team. 

September 12th The Cornwall Strut Fly-In:  Always a fi\ng end to a season of fun flying. 

All events are supported by Cornwall Flying Club and the Cornwall Strut of the LAA. 

Our AeroDine cafe is open for food and drinks all year round.                         
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New Non-Equity Share Syndicate 
Up to 3 shares offered in my gorgeous Bristell NG5 Speedwing tail dragger, G-IOVE. This 

is a very comfortable go-anywhere touring aircraS. Its Rotax 912 delivers reliable, 

economical performance with a cruising speed of 105 Kts TAS sipping 18 Lph. The 

amazingly spacious cabin, at 131 cm width, is the largest in class, wider than a C172 or 

PA 28. As a well-travelled former club Chairman observed “This feels like a proper 

aircraS”.  55 KG baggage capacity with two wing lockers means you can take all you 

need for a long distance tour, which is what this aircraS does best and with due no6ce 

to other shareholders, is available. The aircraS has already toured Scotland, France, 

Croa6a and much of Italy as far as Sicily where I had it based un6l this summer. For 

avionics, there is  Dynon Sky View with analogue back up flight instruments plus a 

central mount for a mini Ipad running your preferred nav app. 3 Axis autopilot, Trig 

8.33 VHF and transponder hooked into SkyEcho TCAS takes a lot of the load off so you 

can enjoy the views. Anyone interested should have a decent amount of tail dragging 

experience or be prepared to take a tail dragging course before flying as P1.  

£100 per month plus £75/hour (take off to landing) WET 

Stephen Austen tel 07515776521 or email stephen.austen88@gmail.com 

From Glenforsa

To Sicily
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