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I
 started the last newsle-er sta.ng how terrible the weather had been since the start of the year, and 

yet here we are, about to start March and it’s no be-er! In fact the Cardinham weather sta.on that’s 

based on the edge of our airfield has made the news, having a record breaking number of consecu.ve 

days of rain. Despite this, we have been geCng in the air as soon as there are breaks, and two of our 

flight students managed their Qualifying Cross Country flights (QXC) on Valen.ne’s Day. This involves 

flying solo over 150 nau.cal miles, landing at 2 different aerodromes, before returning to base. This is a 

huge milestone to gaining a PPL, so very well done to Archie Vasiliou and Ali Reid. If you are thinking about learning to fly 

and want to know what landing at Bodmin airfield is like, Archie has added cameras to our Cessna 172 and you can see his 

latest video here:  h-ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eCfPd8_h5t4  

We have our usual reports from Arfur, Phil and Corinne but we have also decided to add a summary of our monthly CFC 

board mee.ngs. Leith has done this, and it can be found on page 4. 

You’ll see on page 5 that we are now able to supply a range of Bodmin Airfield Merchandise. This can be ordered through 

our brand new website www.bodminairfield.co.uk  that has been built for us by Ed from Aerodine. He has turned out to 

be very good with tech as well as doing a fantas.c job running the cafe. In addi.on, you’ll see in Arfur’s report that Ed has 

also build us a brand new flight booking system too!  

Don’t miss our AeroClub talk on 11th March by Sco- Todd en.tled ‘Life In Conflict’. Details of this can be found on page 

11. 

Nigel Ramsay has the first of a 2 part tale in our ‘I learned about flying from that’ series. We can always learn from others 

errors or experiences so if any of you have a flying story then please send it to me at bodminairfield2@mail.com 

Fly safe, 

David Young, Editor 

          The

Bodmin Flyer

The Vintage Aircra. Fly-In to Bodmin 

March 2026

Photo: Sco; Todd. See Sco; on 11th March at his talk ‘Life in Conflict’

‘Membership renewal was due on 1st January but if it has slipped your mind you can now conveniently re-

new online here: h-ps://www.bodminairfield.co.uk/memberrenewal 

Please note that payment of subs ajer 8th March will incur a re-joining fee of £10, so Act Now!’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eCfPd8_h5t4
http://www.bodminairfield.co.uk
mailto:bodminairfield2@mail.com
http://www.apple.com/uk
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L
ast month Pete White and Richard 

Allerton again correctly named our 

mystery aircra.. This  is  a Percival 

P.74 experimental helicopter designed in 

the 1950’s.

S
o lets see if any of you can recognise this fine aircra.? 

A helicopter this Tme. Answers please to 

lionel.ford@hotmail.co.uk.

W
ith this prolonged spell of mainly unflyable weather our thoughts 

have turned to poten.al non weather-dependent income streams 

to help us through the lean .mes. One such sugges.on during a 

recent mee.ng was to offer our facili.es for micro weddings. Apparently there is a demand for 

highly alterna.ve venues for those who don’t wish to blow the equivalent of the deposit on a family 

home on months of stress and decision making, culmina.ng in a single day of splendour and excess.  

So if you know of anyone hoping to get married on the cheap in the near future perhaps they would 

like to be guinea pigs to help us to discover whether or not it might be feasible. On the plus side 

there are many and various sites selling second hand wedding decora.ons etc at a frac.on of their 

original price, so the concept has the great benefit of minimal setup costs.  

In the mean.me we are chasing everyone who has overlooked the payment of their subs. I’m sorry 

to say that leaving it un.l half way through the year won’t result in a 50% reduc.on in subs, and if 

you renew a.er 8th March it will cost you a re-joining fee of £10.  So get those wallets out and pop 

in to help top up the coffers; you can enjoy one of Ed’s excellent coffees and a panini at the same 

.me 😊 .

Chat from the Chair
Corinne Dennis

Mystery Aircraft


mailto:lionel.ford@hotmail.co.uk
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S
urprisingly, February 2026 was not the worst month Cornwall Flying Club has had in terms of movements.  

That unfortunate accolade goes to January 2018 with 55 movements.  At .me of press, February has had 67 

movements.  The frontal systems s.ll sweep in from the Atlan.c with monotonous regularity!  Addi.onally, 

we have cancelled only 4 days this year due to soj ground.  It would have been a lot more but the weather 

trumps the surface when cancelling flights, so officially we haven’t lost many days due to just the surface being 

soj. Every cloud has a silver lining and cloud is something we’ve not been short of. 

I’m s.ll asking pilots to avoid harsh braking, especially on the runways.  There is a vulnerable area on RW 31 

where most aircraj touch down but RW 21/03 is useable and RW13 is holding up. 

The Paramotor group from Davidstow will be joining the Club soon.  They are a welcome addi.on, adding another 

variety of flying to our Club, and are looking forward to using the Café for their group breakfast!   

Speaking of which, the Café is now finished and looks great!  Ed has added another TV screen behind the counter 

which shows a live feed of big jets landing at Heathrow.  It makes compelling viewing!  

Ed has also done great work on the new FlyPro booking system.  The old Pooley’s system was being phased out 

and the suggested replacement sojware wasn’t working well enough, so Ed volunteered to write a flying 

program and set it up.  I’m 

pleased to say it is much more 

efficient and suited to our 

n e e d s a t B o d m i n .  I ’d 

recommend that any member 

who flies their own aircraj 

should be able to log on to the 

system, so they can fill the 

‘Owner Aircraj’ line with any 

flights they need with an 

Instructor – such as Biennial 

licence revalida.on flights.  

Please ask me for details of 

your logon. 

Many thanks to Jon Cooke who 

again did a grand job teaching 

and examining the ROCC course on the 16/17th Feb.  Eight members completed the course, which gives us plenty 

of Volunteer Radio Operators for the future. 

We have all the DTO aircraj serviceable now and they all have plenty of hours available. So, all we need is the 

weather!  Hmmm… 

Fly safe! 

Arfur Bryant 

General Opera.ons Manager and HoT 

February 2026 Newsle;er – GOM and DTO 

By Arfur Bryant
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What Happened at the February Board Meeting 

Following the remodelling of the servery for AeroDine the board reviewed the project concluding that this 

project was a success with a very pleasing outcome. Further ac.ons will take place shortly to install 

compliant extractor fans in the kitchen. 

Work con.nues to research the exploita.on of a possible revenue stream providing a wedding venue at 

the airfield (clubhouse and tower). 

Fire alarm and PAT tes.ng is now established enabling CFC to comply with Local Authority regula.ons. 

The project to complete the installa.on of the MOGAS and dispensing facility is ongoing. 

With the assistance of Archie Vasiliou, the Dynon display in SF is now opera.onal. 

Following the prolonged period of wet weather, the state of the airfield was reviewed and, 

notwithstanding some minor turf damage due to braking or .ght turns, the ground is holding up well. 

In the regular review of the CFC fleet, TK has been iden.fied as a problem aircraj with an unresolved 

electrical fault. The Lessor has been contacted and has commi-ed to finding a resolu.on.   

Arrangement for out of hours access to H1/2 hangared aircraj for members was discussed with a solu.on 

in development. 

The Flight Booking System has been replaced with a home-grown developed system with significant input 

by Ed Salatas (AeroDine). 

Airfield and estate maintenance is ongoing and a poten.al solu.on to ligh.ng in the car park has been 

found. This uses solar powered lights (just 2) with a projected cost of £2.6k and provides ligh.ng for those 

dark evenings when events are held. This project is held un.l funds are available. 

Due to the poor weather since December, revenues have been significantly depressed. Current cash is 

severely limited and the Board con.nue to monitor this situa.on on an ongoing basis. An overdraj facility 

is available but has not, through careful management, been used. 

We have developed a new Marke.ng and Media Strategy and have been using social media to project out 

image and adver.se our events and ac.vi.es. We hope to build upon recent successes. 

In response to an emerging ini.a.ve to recruit young pilots through the newly formed Bri.sh Young Pilots 

organisa.on, an opportunity has arisen for CFC to par.cipate in hos.ng a ground school event on the 

airfield. Arrangements are in hand to progress this and it may lead to further opportuni.es to encourage 

local involvement. 

The Board has lent its support to some limited merchandising - see elsewhere in this newsle-er. The 

proposal does not require CFC to hold any stock as orders are processed on a just in .me basis. This 

project will be closely monitored and expanded if appropriate at a later date. 

Leith WhiCngton 

February 2026
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Bodmin Airfield has Merch!
We are now able to supply a range of clothing with our own branding. The 

great thing is we don’t have to spend lots of the club’s money keeping a stock 

at the airfield. Instead we can order anything from a cap to a jacket as a one off 

from a local company. Below is a sample of each item, and you can either use 

the order form and payment details on the next 2 pages, or the easiest way is 

to buy onl ine using the club’s brand new website. h;ps://

www.bodminairfield.co.uk/merchandise 

 If you want any further informa.on please contact Tim Elkins. Details below.

https://www.bodminairfield.co.uk/merchandise
https://www.bodminairfield.co.uk/merchandise
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Dear Members, 

  

Although we have started the year with less than ideal weather, work around the airfield and surrounding 

buildings has con.nued steadily thanks to the dedica.on of our members. 

  

In par.cular, Peter William has once again contributed more than his fair share to site maintenance. His recent 

work includes excava.ng and installing a new .mber post at the gate leading to the refuelling area, filling 

potholes near the corner of Hangar 3, and comple.ng numerous addi.onal tasks around the site. His con.nued 

efforts are greatly appreciated. 

  

If you have visited the clubhouse recently, you will 

have seen the impressive new frontage to the cafe 

area. The cafe is now fully opera.onal and ready to 

welcome members for food and refreshments. This 

new development was the ini.a.ve of Nigel Ramsay, 

David Young, and Ed, our cafe owner. They worked 

extremely hard to deliver the project within a short 

.meframe, minimising disrup.on and down.me. 

  

Planned Works for March 

During March, we intend to: 

Paint the ladies’ and men’s toilets in the main 

clubhouse in prepara.on for the 2026 season. 

Replace the plywood store room doors next to Hangar 

1 with marine-grade ply, to be painted in the same 

colours as the hangar doors. The .mber frame will also be repaired. 

Con.nue pain.ng the hangar doors, weather permiCng. 

  

Volunteer Support Needed 

We would greatly appreciate any assistance from members. The list of tasks is varied and ongoing, and includes: 

Weeding the paving slabs outside the clubhouse entrance 

Maintenance and repair of benches at the front of the clubhouse 

Repairing and servicing site gates 

Pain.ng the perimeter fence 

Pain.ng the doors of Hangars 1, 2, and 3 

Ongoing cleaning of the hangars 

Levelling the paving slabs outside the main clubhouse doors 

In addi.on, there are many smaller but equally important jobs that arise throughout the year. 

  

If you are able to assist in any way, please contact me at prc-southwest@outlook.com. 

  

Your support is both needed and very much appreciated.

Airfield Maintenance update 

By Phil Gray
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By Pete White

It was truly a great privilege to have Jason Phillips as our AEROCLUB speaker on Wednesday 11th 

February, for not only his professional and relaxed presentaTon, but to be informed about such an 

important warTme event that has been virtually overlooked. 

Whilst the start of 1945 saw the rapidly approaching end to war in Europe, in the Pacific the war was sTll 

raging. Whilst we are familiar with the bi;er fighTng in areas such as Burma and Singapore, li;le is 

known of the heroics of the BriTsh Pacific Fleet – which indeed became known as ‘The Forgo;en Fleet’. 

The operaTons of the Fleet Air Arm in that theatre of war were largely unknown to all who were not 

there, and have faded even more as the years have passed. Inspired by the chance comment of a 

veteran at a dinner marking the famous acTon at Taranto in 1940, the history books have been dusted 

off to reveal the heroics of the 

two a;acks on Palembang, which 

in terms of aircra. numbers were 

ten Tmes the size of Taranto and 

remain the largest air a;acks in 

history ever mounted by the Fleet 

Air Arm.  

 The audience were spellbound 

and sat absorbing the details of 

 AEROCLUB and Cornwall Strut at BODMIN 

AIRFIELD
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this immensely significant ba;le in the Far East which was 

augmented by a collecTon of photos and illustraTons enhancing 

the overall presentaTon. 

Thank you Jason and we look forward to welcoming him back 

again as a speaker, when he has promised to talk to us about the 

‘Goldfish Club’ of which he is the chairman. 

A note:  

The Goldfish Club was formed in 1942 and is 

a worldwide associa=on of people who 

h a v e e s c a p e d a n a i r c r a @ 

by parachu=ng into the water, or whose 

aircra@ crashed in the water, and whose 

lives were saved by a l ife jacket, 

inflatable dinghy, or similar device. The 

Goldfish Club badge shows a white-winged goldfish flying over two symbolic 

blue waves. The main aim of the club is 'to keep alive the spirit of comradeship 

arising from the mutual experience of members surviving, "coming down in 

the drink".' 

BODMIN AIRFIELD – EDUCATIONAL LINK

We would love some help for our next educational 

visit to Bodmin Airfield when we host the             

St Mabyn Beaver Scout Lodge on Tuesday 17th 

March from 17.30 to 19.30.

Please contact Pete White if you would like to join 

the team for this visit or if you would like to be 

added to the list for any future Educational visits 

by Schools or any of the youth organisations.

Thank you for your continuing support in helping 

the young folk in our community.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parachuting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_jacket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dinghy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goldfish
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=p0Fv6mA9KoCDFM&tbnid=lm4m7CPUivcYoM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:World_Scout_Emblem_Air_Scout.svg&ei=4dZ0UrO_KYy00wWtzYC4Dw&psig=AFQjCNFg2ZDHWYSIbKegji4yHht2FSbCZw&ust=1383475297722869
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=p0Fv6mA9KoCDFM&tbnid=lm4m7CPUivcYoM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:World_Scout_Emblem_Air_Scout.svg&ei=4dZ0UrO_KYy00wWtzYC4Dw&psig=AFQjCNFg2ZDHWYSIbKegji4yHht2FSbCZw&ust=1383475297722869
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=p0Fv6mA9KoCDFM&tbnid=lm4m7CPUivcYoM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:World_Scout_Emblem_Air_Scout.svg&ei=4dZ0UrO_KYy00wWtzYC4Dw&psig=AFQjCNFg2ZDHWYSIbKegji4yHht2FSbCZw&ust=1383475297722869
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=p0Fv6mA9KoCDFM&tbnid=lm4m7CPUivcYoM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:World_Scout_Emblem_Air_Scout.svg&ei=4dZ0UrO_KYy00wWtzYC4Dw&psig=AFQjCNFg2ZDHWYSIbKegji4yHht2FSbCZw&ust=1383475297722869
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=p0Fv6mA9KoCDFM&tbnid=lm4m7CPUivcYoM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:World_Scout_Emblem_Air_Scout.svg&ei=4dZ0UrO_KYy00wWtzYC4Dw&psig=AFQjCNFg2ZDHWYSIbKegji4yHht2FSbCZw&ust=1383475297722869
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=p0Fv6mA9KoCDFM&tbnid=lm4m7CPUivcYoM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:World_Scout_Emblem_Air_Scout.svg&ei=4dZ0UrO_KYy00wWtzYC4Dw&psig=AFQjCNFg2ZDHWYSIbKegji4yHht2FSbCZw&ust=1383475297722869
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=p0Fv6mA9KoCDFM&tbnid=lm4m7CPUivcYoM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:World_Scout_Emblem_Air_Scout.svg&ei=4dZ0UrO_KYy00wWtzYC4Dw&psig=AFQjCNFg2ZDHWYSIbKegji4yHht2FSbCZw&ust=1383475297722869
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=p0Fv6mA9KoCDFM&tbnid=lm4m7CPUivcYoM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:World_Scout_Emblem_Air_Scout.svg&ei=4dZ0UrO_KYy00wWtzYC4Dw&psig=AFQjCNFg2ZDHWYSIbKegji4yHht2FSbCZw&ust=1383475297722869
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=p0Fv6mA9KoCDFM&tbnid=lm4m7CPUivcYoM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:World_Scout_Emblem_Air_Scout.svg&ei=4dZ0UrO_KYy00wWtzYC4Dw&psig=AFQjCNFg2ZDHWYSIbKegji4yHht2FSbCZw&ust=1383475297722869
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=p0Fv6mA9KoCDFM&tbnid=lm4m7CPUivcYoM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:World_Scout_Emblem_Air_Scout.svg&ei=4dZ0UrO_KYy00wWtzYC4Dw&psig=AFQjCNFg2ZDHWYSIbKegji4yHht2FSbCZw&ust=1383475297722869
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BODMIN AIRFIELD The EDUCATIONAL LINK    

Pete White 

VISIT 1      TOR VIEW SCHOOL 

We had two schools visi.ng our airfield in February 2026, all as part of our on going educa.onal link 

and outreach to the local community. This important link has enabled us to give young people the 

opportunity ‘ get up close’ to avia.on and .e this in with their school curriculum.  

On Wednesday the 11th of the month we were delighted that Sinead Devlin from Tor View School, 

Tavistock, visited us with three of the schools pupils and 4 staff members to see what we get up to at 

Bodmin Airfield. Below in italics, I have highlighted details 

of the school and ajer our very successful first visit by Tor 

View we look forward to seeing many more return trips by 

the school.  

Tor View School is a newly developed school, opening in 

2018. They are a school that creates a culture of 

excellence and team work. As a diverse school, Tor View in 

Tavistock specialises in high quality day and residenCal 

educaConal provisions for children aged between 7-19 

with auCsm and/or complex learning needs. Tor View is 

part of Devon and Cornwall Services in the Southern 

Pennisula, which includes Quay View School in Bere Alston 

and four children's homes situated in local communiCes in 

Devon and Cornwall.  

VISIT 2     POLPERRO PRIMARY ACADEMY 

The next educa.onal visit at the airfield was the day ajer on 

Thursday 12th of February when we hosted 26 pupils and staff from 

the Polperro Primary Academy. The headteacher Anthea Hillman and 

her staff filed the excited young folk into the clubhouse to get them 

away from our very unsavoury damp and cold weather. Once the 

pupils had all devoured their snacks, they received the standard 

airfield safety talk and our famous Bodmin Airfield welcome.  

Split into four groups the visitors were led to the sta.ons of learning. 

Party 1 scrambled upstairs to the control tower for Jay Gates to 

enlighten them all on procedures and our airfield plan. Party 2 were 

des.ned for Hangar 4 where Jon Parlour explained the different 

forms of aircraj construc.on and the materials used and as a bonus 

they all sat in an Aeronca Chief vintage aircraj. The remaining 2 

par.es used Hangar 1 & 2 for their introduc.on into the theory of 

flight which encompassed siCng in a Cessna to experience the 

controls. They all had a tour of the different types of aircraj we hold in the two hangars but by far the 
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two most talked about were Primrose, our 

autogyro and the Kernow Flying Flea! The 

two men in charge of this exercise in 

Hangar 1 & 2 were David James and 

one of our instructors, John Turner.   

The plan is simple, ajer about 20 

minutes Pete White moves each 

party on to the next venue for their 

s.nt in that ‘sta.on’ un.l all of the 

pupils have been to each place of 

learning. 

Then, back to the clubhouse for lunch, something that was 

predominantly on the minds of many of them by now. 

Once the hubbub and cha-er of their feeding frenzy had abated 

there was one last item on the agenda to fit in with the schools 

study needs. This was a talk about Lady aviators in the United Kingdom from the 

early day’s when flying had begun. They are all now seated quietly 

listening whilst Pete White shows them a short film on Amy Johnson. This 

was followed by a short talk informing them all about the courageous and 

adventurous ladies that have featured heavily  during the history of flight.  

Not forgeCng the 21st century, our Corinne Dennis the aeroba.c aviatrix 

is given a men.on and of course in 2026 we see the first lady leader of 

the Red Arrows, Wing Commander Sasha Nash.  
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PETER RASMUSSEN  R I P 

Passed away at home on 6th February 2026, ajer a dignified ba-le following a short illness, Peter aged 86 years of St 

Mabyn. Beloved husband of Trixie, much loved dad of Irena and Peter, father-in-law to Neil and Victoria and proud 

grandad of Adam and Ka.e. Peter will be missed by all who knew and loved him.  

Peter was an enthusias.c member of Cornwall Flying Club for many years and spent some.me as the airfield manager. 

He later moved to Perranporth aerodrome where he based and flew his motor glider as well as helping with tower 

du.es and the airfield tasks. 

The funeral service took place at St 

Mabyn Parish Church on Thursday 26th 

February at 13.30. There were family 

flowers only, dona.ons in memory can be 

made for Cornwall Air Ambulance  online 

via the Memory Giving website, by 

re.ring collec.on or sent c/o R. J. Bray & 

Son, Funeral Directors, Egloshayle Road, 

Wadebridge, PL27 6AD. Tel: 01208 

812626. 

Cheques made payable to ‘R. J. Bray 

Dona.on Account’, please. 

https://www.memorygiving.com/

peterrasmussen 

A great visit and the school party scu-led off to their wai.ng coach all gleefully cha-ering about their 

special experience at Bodmin Airfield. 

These trips are a great deal of fun and I could not do this without the help from the bunch of loyal 

volunteers that are always willing to join the team.  

THANKS GUYS

Pete White
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https://intobodmin.co.uk/support-us/

h;ps://intobodmin.co.uk/support-us/

https://intobodmin.co.uk/support-us/
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AEROCLUB and Cornwall Strut at BODMIN AIRFIELD
  On Wednesday 11th March 2026 at 19.00 - (Dining starts at 17.30)

 LIFE IN CONFLICT by Scott Todd 

   

“The talk is titled a 'Life in conflict'. With the use of a presentation containing pictures/videos 
which tells the story about growing up in a conflict zone within the modern day Irish troubles, to 
then talking through my own experiences in serving a very operationally heavy full military 
career in various combative environments.   
This includes multiple tours of Afghanistan with the helicopter aviation role. Although I talk 
through a bit of the aviation side, I tend to be very open and honest putting more of an emphasis 
on the human impact of my experiences, and how, although life changing, I have turned into 
positives moving forward.” 

All are welcome but please book your place on 01208 821419  

If dining at our AeroDine Cafe before the talk please contact Ed 01208 636246  

Meals start from 17.30, the talk commences at 19.00 and there is a £5 charge for the talk.         

See you all there! 
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B
ack around 2000, I kept my 1946 Taylorcraj BC-12D at the old USAF base at RAF Bentwaters in Suffolk. 

One sunny Sunday I decided to fly up to Old Buckenham in Norfolk to a-end a fly-in. I checked my fuel 

state and figured I had sufficient to get there but that I’d need to buy some before my return to 

Bentwaters. I didn’t own a GPS then, preferring to DR (Dead Reckon); ajer all, I’d flown from Romsey in 

Hampshire to Tunisia and back to the UK using a map and compass. 

My (then) partner had taken some flying lessons with a view to enhancing her chances of survival, should I pop 

my clogs during a flight! So, I let her navigate, as it would be an easy flight and good prac.ce VFR nav work. The 

route was an easy one, basically heading north from Benwaters and pre-y much following the road to 

Framlingham then east of Diss etc. 

I Learned About Flying From That!
Tales of an old aviator by Nigel Ramsay

Part 1 of 2. NavigaTon is your responsibility

Illustration AI adobe firefly
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I allowed her to get on with it, enjoying the flying for once and just turning ‘lej a bit’ etc. As we approached Diss 

and with dwindling fuel reserves, she ordered a ‘bit lej’…… and it was only when we flew past a small lake that I 

ques.oned the route, ajer glancing at the map, that I became suspicious. In the .me it took to have the five 

minute row, we were over dense forest and by my calcula.ons down to 10 minutes fuel before the sound of 

silence. I also realised we weren’t going to get anywhere that was open enough to land! 

Just as this realisa.on struck home, I spo-ed a .ny clearing  in the midst of the trees, just a pocket handkerchief 

of a paddock and a farm house. There was really no choice but to a-empt a landing there, or we’d be hanging in 

the trees. I’d been flying the T’Craj for around 8 years or so by then, mainly into .ght strips, so I put the old girl 

into the steepest of side slips with thro-le closed and managed a pre-y passable approach over the trees and 

onto terra firma. It was only then that I realised just how short the field was and facing me at the far end was a 

fine collec.on of farm machinery! Well, I needn’t have worried because that farm machinery was protected by a 

deep creek that bordered the field. With s.ck hard back and both heels planted on the brakes from touch down, I 

lijed my right heel and lurched through 90 degrees before coming to a halt, with one wing hanging over the 

creek. 

I switched off and breathed a sigh of relief before unstrapping and hopping out to have a word with the 

landowner who was siCng on a tractor and smiling! It was only then that I realised my partner was s.ll siCng in 

her seat, s.ll strapped in, with wide eyes and her mouth in a perfect ‘O’; she was prac.cally catatonic! 

My host climbed down from his tractor, I explained our fuel problem, he smiled again and climbed back on his 

tractor and motored off to a barn, returning with a very rusty looking jerry can and a large and equally dirty 

funnel. He explained that this was his lawn mower fuel, but if 10 litres was enough, I could buy it. I had li-le 

choice of course and it turned out that Old Buckenham was less than 20 minutes away. In any case, I needed to 

be as light as possible to get out over the bloody trees! I watched as the fellow took out his penknife and scraped 

a wodge (that’s Suffolk talk) of muck off the surface of the filter gauze, and we set about pouring the petrol into 

my tank. 

My partner had recovered from her shock by then, but was decidedly  re.cent about my short field briefing, and 

as she felt I’d been ‘horrid’ about her nav, that she would find her own way home – I didn’t argue!  

Well, it was a .ght take-off, but I made it, and depending on my own naviga.on, arrived at Old Buckenham with a 

bit lej in the tank. The fly-in was good as was the café etc. and I enjoyed a pleasant ajernoon, before filling up 

with some fresh Avgas. The flight back was very peaceful and I got back before the banshee, so I completed my 

day with a couple of pints before facing yet more music at home. 

What did I learn? We are of course responsible as pilots, for EVERYTHING to do with our flight and I was careless 

to simply accept an unqualified person’s direc.ons, even if it was supposed to be a milk run. Oh, and to be more 

careful of one’s choice of companion! 

This ILAFFT story doesn’t actually end here, as there were consequences down the line which could easily have 

cost my life. Part 2 will follow… 



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26

NOVEMBER 2025 

*SHARE FOR SALE* 

 

A 1/10th share in a Cessna 172 – G-BGIU is based here 

at Bodmin Airfield. 

Please call either Bob Harris on 07972 303253 or Nick 

Straw on 07714 627600.
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EVENTS 

April 18th  The Kernow Pasty Fly-In & Cornwall Air Ambulance Day: - Please support our event and of 

course our special local Air Ambulance. Everyone is most welcome and we have Classic vehicles on show as 

well as the rare Kernow Flying Flea. 

May 2nd    THE TOPNAV CompeTTon: - Fun Flying using the basic skills we were all taught! Navigate and fly a 

course using just a chart, a watch and eyes with just a touch of skill. 

May 16th      Ladies Day Fly-In & Vintage Aircra. Club (VAC) Visit to Bodmin Airfield: - Vintage and Classic 

aircra. with a mixture of Classic vehicles on our Ladies Day event.   

June 6th AcTon StaTons– Military themed Fly-In. Military vehicles join the fun. 

July 5th  Lundy Sunday: -  The 26th Anniversary of Lundy fly-ins by the Lundy Team. 

September 12th The Cornwall Strut Fly-In:  Always a fiong end to a season of fun flying. 

All events are supported by Cornwall Flying Club and the Cornwall Strut of the LAA. 

Our AeroDine cafe is open for food and drinks all year round.                         
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New Non-Equity Share Syndicate 
Up to 3 shares offered in my gorgeous Bristell NG5 Speedwing tail dragger, G-IOVE. This 

is a very comfortable go-anywhere touring aircra.. Its Rotax 912 delivers reliable, 

economical performance with a cruising speed of 105 Kts TAS sipping 18 Lph. The 

amazingly spacious cabin, at 131 cm width, is the largest in class, wider than a C172 or 

PA 28. As a well-travelled former club Chairman observed “This feels like a proper 

aircra.”.  55 KG baggage capacity with two wing lockers means you can take all you 

need for a long distance tour, which is what this aircra. does best and with due noTce 

to other shareholders, is available. The aircra. has already toured Scotland, France, 

CroaTa and much of Italy as far as Sicily where I had it based unTl this summer. For 

avionics, there is  Dynon Sky View with analogue back up flight instruments plus a 

central mount for a mini Ipad running your preferred nav app. 3 Axis autopilot, Trig 

8.33 VHF and transponder hooked into SkyEcho TCAS takes a lot of the load off so you 

can enjoy the views. Anyone interested should have a decent amount of tail dragging 

experience or be prepared to take a tail dragging course before flying as P1.  

£100 per month plus £75/hour (take off to landing) WET 

Stephen Austen tel 07515776521 or email stephen.austen88@gmail.com 

From Glenforsa

To Sicily
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